J. 3mmb LLog dg-11 Loy serm bzmerol dg-11

3sbol dmbfogarg Lmgozm 0MmEYs
16 {erobs

,0530853900L 3650 LxmdL LodM3bgELy ygz9esls."

LoE5d0, d3060GLM 93MM3Germ TGRMOSOM.
0536 MM 30MdbMd 9g3mMm30L Lsbom 00 O LsTYsOMT0, LEWSE MZOLYIBLGdS

396mb05 s 565 gyardo bsdfy3gero br@zowo?

99 896996 563 0l MO, 3933580MmbOL HFoyo YdoMs S G530 BLZOL MMOMLRGMO
L56530MHMYGOOM F569IM 3O BodsMZIW MO 356, HMIIEOE JLI0M 5P OLGORZ0L
39bgl LOMWRSLM3Zs60 9360 93MM30L OO MK SbOLL. 53 Mo do Jobs 0s3dM
B990 350000 bHNO LoJoMMZgEMU 930560 530G GdOm JmMggbogn
3bo%bg - HMymO J0350090 39960l ©sdM)30JO MBI s doz0LHMsx300m 00
53053930l 396, OMIgEoE XJOE d090530s. LoJsOMZYI ML M 300G MBOL3IID
UHGOox35 Ibmerm B3960 OHMOL bLYYHZ0O 56 SO, Ol IMSZ5o Lo 3bols
396053003590 396 L3S B396L boenbl. Jserm3z9wgdo 3sd oLHMIRMbY6 89943650
0530LBOW0, §M0560 s TMY30J0go Lobgwdfiogm, Hmdgerdog 9Hmzbmwo
00096@™ds, Mo s gbs 899935¢ BoBYEIMGOS© IMRIOMS. LirMgo 53
3oL)53399900L 259mdsbogro ogm 1918 jerob 26 50lL godmEbogdmeo 306MH39wo
©90M365@0Im0 MHg3YdE03s - ol 0ym B39bmM30L 306390 bsdox o Mgowmeo
©59M)300090™d0L396. 1918-1921 {jengddo LodsM39wml 30MH39Wo MHYL3MdMO3IS
QL3OO POMYOGOGOOL F03Y39M0, JIMIMOEOEO Lobgedfogm oym,
Mm3geds 3609369 m3zbaco 903mdogs Lo3eobmbIgdarm 35BS s ssg3Mdbs
©99M3M5@00 0bLEHOEGHWEJO0. 53 39M0Mm©AT0 359 3009dL 3Jmbsm baomgaro
b939: LodoMMNZ9EM, HMAMMG 530LvGIWO S 139 96wgo Lobgwdfoxm, §3M M3
30300B5305LMb 933w g0 35MEHB0MMO MBS ymgowoym. gl JobiMog39ds,
090056 9O 50, 30093 MBROM FoMT30 S 1999 9wl oLEGHMOOM LoEHY39d9
39M50LObY: ,d9 396 JoMMNZJ0, S F5TolosdY, 356 930MM390," - 53 LoEY39000 BIMHd
51396058 565 FBMEME 13O0 0IDEHMBY, 501539 Yo gHOL OLEBHMMOMEO
oLHM593905 o5HMUES, 09935 g FoMdo@gds Bsd0bgz9 508MBb. LogzMmbol J390.
900l 0839M050Hdo, G®MIgEoa X9M 3093 Igxol OHMLYmOL EOHMOEL
GO MOES L5J5MMZ9W ML STMOBOWGISL, 5TX I Homgwo sHTool Loboo dmzos.
1921 ool 25 0909035l LsdFmms Mligmols 5M05d S03YMHM LodsOMZgermls
AIOO0GHMEO0S O ISLOES 30M39E0 M 300JIJO MHYI3MOEOIOL SOLGOMDS. 53
96»ds A §3350m35 665G LobgeIFoBMGOMHOMdS s BA353M MomJdols 70-
00560 ©34H™MmdOoLS s 0WYMEMAOMMO BA3MOL BbgE 39M0MET0. LodFMMS 353d0MOL
3995009396 ™d5d0 ymxgbs Js@m39w0 9MoLm30L 0gm 3 EHMMOol, BbgMdoLs s
396300056900L 536069000 bobs. Js@mnmwo 9bs 39Toz5 LoRMMbOL 398 ogm,



Lo®IMbmgds 9930(OMmgd0o, brnem 9Hm3bmwo 36mdogMgds - 39390 o.
90195905350 530, JoM390 IMSBOMZ699d0 56 ©69dH6. OLObO WM sEsz5©
9060 dMb9b LHdFMMS Mgs10aL S 1530560 LoEY30m, Logdoms S MazyBFoMz0m
3990530069l 659030000 1530LvBGdOL BLOY35M¥Y0. om0 dMIMWS 0gm LOxdZ39Wo
090Uy, Hmd 9OHMm36v9wo byl 3ggmgos 56 Bod®s. 1991 farob 9 s36Mowo 3o B39bm3z0L

0890l LodMEWME MRS, LHMOMY 59 POIL LogsMNZ9EMT 33153 YOS J39ybols
53300090 Mds, MMIgeos B3gbmz0l ®gdog bgwdgmbgdgwros. g ogm
oLGMMH0ME0 5P, HMYMO 3 30O 0349IM0, 0l IMMSYMO. 5T OO
359mdM53909e0 A5 30 0YM D300 2odLob MO - §MM36wo IdOIMdOL oMo,
B3960 9930009390 Lobgwdfoxzml 30H39wo 3M9HB0WIDE 0, MMIGETSE 3999M00s

960 59 0ol 06303, JoLo 3o J399bol sIMY300gdWMdOL Jowfjgzsdo
B9LSIIOIWO0S.

@Ol 9, 5H5EASBOS, MMIJO3 9339 ©W3MY300090g LodoMMZ39MI0 3005,
330dbMd, ®M3I LG RLMZ60 M530LGREGdS XM 300093 AB5T0s. LoBMYsMIdOL
SHMM36905 X 9O 90MIZ0L LodFMmS FoMlvyeol BOHOWL, bagom 3933500
539300090 MdL 096 B3l FyT0g0 IOMAS S M30003936Mds3. B396 Loz mdm
30940 93030 ©J8MmIIMEG00L bsfoo - 25633050 IM, 9300530LwIRE I
056M09M900LAD S A53H I J3OM35LMHB F0bs5OLMBG0Z5 9353306910
Lobgendfonm.

Sbms 30 29993000Md900, d306:35LM dgamdsdm! 0d9®b 30E™390, MMA L dogrg ol
QOO RGOS, OM3S LJoMMZgErm F9BL O, M930LXYRSE S GMMO0D MY BL IBH30EI©
399996000 90o.

Hello, dear European friend. How do you feel living in that vast world we call Europe -
where freedom is law, not a dream confined within the heart? I'm writing to you from not
too far away - from Georgia, a country nestled between the proud mountains of the
Caucasus and the golden shores of the Black Sea, a country that earnestly strives to become
a full-fledged member of Europe’s great family. In this letter, I want to share with you how I
see Georgia’s thorn-covered path - how we achieved independence and continue to seek the
freedom that remains just out of reach.

Georgia’s desire for independence is not just a modern-day wish- it is a longing that has
followed our people for centuries. Georgians have always strived to create a free, unified,
and independent state, where national identity, faith, and language remain sacred values.
These aspirations culminated on May 26, 1918, when the First Democratic Republic of
Georgia was proclaimed - a first step toward true independence.

Between 1918 and 1921, Georgia’s First Republic was a democratic state guided by Western
values. It made great progress in building a legislative foundation and establishing
democratic institutions. The leaders of that era had a clear vision: Georgia as a free and
sovereign nation, an inseparable partner of European civilization. Over the years, this vision
only deepened - and in 1999, it was famously voiced in the words of Zurab Zhvania: “I am
Georgian, and therefore | am European.” In saying this, he not only affirmed his own
identity but also the historic aspiration of our entire nation.

Sadly, this progress was soon under threat. Russian imperialism - which had sought to
dominate Georgia since the days of the Tsar - returned, this time as the Red Army. On



February 25, 1921, Soviet Russia invaded Georgia and ended the life of our First Republic.
That single day robbed us of our long-sought statehood and plunged us into nearly 70 years
of occupation and ideological oppression.

Being part of the Soviet Union marked a dark era for the Georgian people - a time of cultural
suppression and stagnation. Our language was threatened, our religion oppressed, and our
national consciousness weakened. And yet, Georgian intellectuals never gave up. They
resisted the Soviet regime with tireless spirit, courageous action, and unbreakable faith in
freedom. Their struggle kept our national spirit alive through the darkest times.

April 9, 1991, remains a symbol of hope for us. On that day, Georgia once again restored its
independence - an achievement we continue to cherish and defend. It was a political and
moral rebirth. Leading this national awakening was Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the head of the
national movement and the first president of independent Georgia. His contribution to our
country’s independence is truly immeasurable.

Today, as a young person born in an already independent Georgia, I feel that true freedom is
still on its way. Our society still struggles to overcome the shadow of the Soviet past, and
real independence requires ongoing effort and deep self-reflection. We are learning how to
be part of European democracy - growing, shedding our old constraints, and becoming a
nation truly connected to Europe in essence and spirit.

And now, dear friend, I bid you farewell. I truly hope that the day is near when Georgia will
firmly join your great, free, and united family.



